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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

FEDERAL STUDENT AID 
SCHOOL ELIGIBILITY SERVICE GROUP

PROGRAM PARTICIPATION AGREEMENT
Effective Date of
Approval:

The date on which this Agreement is signed on behalf of the
Secretary of Education

Approval Expiration
Date: March 31, 2024

Reapplication Date: December 31, 2023
Name of Institution: Rochester Community and Technical College

Address of Institution: 851 Thirtieth Avenue Southeast 
Rochester, MN 55904-4999

OPE ID Number: 00237300
DUNS Number: 807196886

Taxpayer Identification Number (TIN): 416007162

The execution of this Agreement by the Institution and 
the Secretary is a prerequisite to the Institution's initial
or continued participation in any Title IV, HEA Program.

The postsecondary educational institution listed above, referred to hereafter as the "Institution," and
the United States Secretary of Education, referred to hereafter as the "Secretary," agree that the
Institution may participate in those student financial assistance programs authorized by Title IV of
the Higher Education Act of 1965, as amended (Title IV, HEA Programs) indicated under this
Agreement and further agrees that such participation is subject to the terms and conditions set forth
in this Agreement. As used in this Agreement, the term "Department" refers to the U.S. Department
of Education.

SCOPE OF COVERAGE

This Agreement applies to all locations of the Institution as stated on the most current
ELIGIBILITY AND CERTIFICATION APPROVAL REPORT issued by the Department. This
Agreement covers the Institution's eligibility to participate in each of the following listed Title IV,
HEA programs, and incorporates by reference the regulations cited.
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FEDERAL PELL GRANT PROGRAM, 20 U.S.C. §§ 1070a et seq.; 34 C.F.R. Part 690. 

FEDERAL FAMILY EDUCATION LOAN PROGRAM, 20 U.S.C. §§ 1071 et seq.; 34 C.F.R. Part 682. 

FEDERAL DIRECT STUDENT LOAN PROGRAM, 20 U.S.C. §§ 1087a et seq.; 34 C.F.R. Part 685. 

FEDERAL PERKINS LOAN PROGRAM, 20 U.S.C. §§ 1087aa et seq.; 34 C.F.R. Part 674. 

FEDERAL SUPPLEMENTAL EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY GRANT PROGRAM, 20 U.S.C. §§
1070b et seq.; 34 C.F.R. Part 676. 

FEDERAL WORK-STUDY PROGRAM, 42 U.S.C. §§ 2751 et seq.; 34 C.F.R. Part 675. 

ACADEMIC COMPETITIVENESS GRANT AND NATIONAL SCIENCE AND MATHEMATICS
ACCESS TO RETAIN TALENT GRANT PROGRAMS, 20 U.S.C. §§ 1070a-1 et seq.; 34 C.F.R. Part 691. 

IRAQ AND AFGHANISTAN SERVICE GRANT, 20 U.S.C. §§ 1070d et seq.

GENERAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS
1. The Institution understands and agrees that it is subject to and will comply with the program

statutes and implementing regulations for institutional eligibility as set forth in 34 C.F.R. Part 600
and for each Title IV, HEA program in which it participates, as well as the general provisions set
forth in Part F and Part G of Title IV of the HEA, and the Student Assistance General Provisions
regulations set forth in 34 C.F.R. Part 668. 
The recitation of any portion of the statute or regulations in this Agreement does not limit the
Institution's obligation to comply with other applicable statutes and regulations.

2. a. The Institution certifies that on the date it signs this Agreement, it has a drug abuse
prevention program in operation that it has determined is accessible to any officer,
employee, or student at the Institution.

b. The Institution certifies that on the date it signs this Agreement, it is in compliance with the
disclosure requirements of Section 485(f) of the HEA (Campus Security Policy and
Campus Crime Statistics).

3. The Institution agrees to comply with --
a. Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, and the implementing regulations, 34

C.F.R. Parts 100 and 101 (barring discrimination on the basis of race, color or national
origin);

b. Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 and the implementing regulations, 34
C.F.R. Part 106 (barring discrimination on the basis of sex);

c. The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 and the implementing regulations,
34 C.F.R. Part 99;

d. Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the implementing regulations, 34 C.F.R.
Part 104 (barring discrimination on the basis of physical handicap); and

e. The Age Discrimination Act of 1975 and the implementing regulations, 34 C.F.R. Part 110.
f. The Standards for Safeguarding Customer Information, 16 C.F.R. Part 314, issued by the

Federal Trade Commission (FTC), as required by the Gramm-Leach-Bliley (GLB) Act, P.L.
106-102. These Standards are intended to ensure the security and confidentiality of
customer records and information. The Secretary considers any breach to the security of
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student records and information as a demonstration of a potential lack of administrative
capability as stated in 34 C.F.R. 668.16(c). Institutions are strongly encouraged to inform
its students and the Department of any such breaches.

4. The Institution acknowledges that 34 C.F.R. Parts 602 and 667 require accrediting agencies, State
regulatory bodies, and the Secretary to share information about institutions. The Institution agrees
that the Secretary, any accrediting agency recognized by the Secretary, and any State regulatory
body may share or report information to one another about the Institution without limitation. 

5. The Institution acknowledges that the HEA prohibits the Secretary from recognizing the
accreditation of any institution of higher education unless that institution agrees to submit any
dispute involving the final denial, withdrawal, or termination of accreditation to initial arbitration
prior to any other legal action.

SELECTED PROVISIONS FROM
GENERAL PROVISIONS REGULATIONS, 34 C.F.R. PART 668.14

An institution's program participation agreement applies to each branch campus and other location
of the institution that meets the applicable requirements of this part unless otherwise specified by the
Secretary.
(b) By entering into a program participation agreement, an institution agrees that--
(1) It will comply with all statutory provisions of or applicable to Title IV of the HEA, all applicable
regulatory provisions prescribed under that statutory authority, and all applicable special
arrangements, agreements, and limitations entered into under the authority of statutes applicable to
Title IV of the HEA, including the requirement that the institution will use funds it receives under
any Title IV, HEA program and any interest or other earnings thereon, solely for the purposes
specified in and in accordance with that program;
(2) As a fiduciary responsible for administering Federal funds, if the institution is permitted to
request funds under a Title IV, HEA program advance payment method, the institution will time its
requests for funds under the program to meet the institution's immediate Title IV, HEA program
needs;
(3) It will not request from or charge any student a fee for processing or handling any application,
form, or data required to determine a student's eligibility for, and amount of, Title IV, HEA program
assistance;
(4) It will establish and maintain such administrative and fiscal procedures and records as may be
necessary to ensure proper and efficient administration of funds received from the Secretary or from
students under the Title IV, HEA programs, together with assurances that the institution will
provide, upon request and in a timely manner, information relating to the administrative capability
and financial responsibility of the institution to--
(i) The Secretary;
(ii) A guaranty agency, as defined in 34 CFR part 682, that guarantees loans made under the Federal
Stafford Loan and Federal PLUS programs for attendance at the institution or any of the institution's
branch campuses or other locations;
(iii) The nationally recognized accrediting agency that accredits or preaccredits the institution or any
of the institution's branch campuses, other locations, or educational programs;
(iv) The State agency that legally authorizes the institution and any branch campus or other location
of the institution to provide postsecondary education; and
(v) In the case of a public postsecondary vocational educational institution that is approved by a
State agency recognized for the approval of public postsecondary vocational education, that State
agency;
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(5) It will comply with the provisions of § 668.15 relating to factors of financial responsibility;
(6) It will comply with the provisions of § 668.16 relating to standards of administrative capability;
(7) It will submit reports to the Secretary and, in the case of an institution participating in the
Federal Stafford Loan, Federal PLUS, or the Federal Perkins Loan Program, to holders of loans
made to the institution's students under that program at such times and containing such information
as the Secretary may reasonably require to carry out the purpose of the Title IV, HEA programs;
(8) It will not provide any statement to any student or certification to any lender in the case of an
FFEL Program loan, or origination record to the Secretary in the case of a Direct Loan Program loan
that qualifies the student or parent for a loan or loans in excess of the amount that the student or
parent is eligible to borrow in accordance with sections 425(a), 428(a)(2), 428(b)(1)(A) and (B),
428B, 428H and 455(a) of the HEA;
(9) It will comply with the requirements of Subpart D of this part concerning institutional and
financial assistance information for students and prospective students;
(10) In the case of an institution that advertises job placement rates as a means of attracting students
to enroll in the institution, it will make available to prospective students, at or before the time that
those students apply for enrollment--
(i) The most recent available data concerning employment statistics, graduation statistics, and any
other information necessary to substantiate the truthfulness of the advertisements; and
(ii) Relevant State licensing requirements of the State in which the institution is located for any job
for which an educational program offered by the institution is designed to prepare those prospective
students;
(11) In the case of an institution participating in the FFEL Program, the institution will inform all
eligible borrowers, as defined in 34 CFR part 682, enrolled in the institution about the availability
and eligibility of those borrowers for State grant assistance from the State in which the institution is
located, and will inform borrowers from another State of the source for further information
concerning State grant assistance from that State;
(12) It will provide the certifications described in paragraph (c) of this section;
(13) In the case of an institution whose students receive financial assistance pursuant to section
484(d) of the HEA, the institution will make available to those students a program proven successful
in assisting students in obtaining the recognized equivalent of a high school diploma;
(14) It will not deny any form of Federal financial aid to any eligible student solely on the grounds
that the student is participating in a program of study abroad approved for credit by the institution;
(15) (i) Except as provided under paragraph (b)(15)(ii) of this section, the institution will use a
default management plan approved by the Secretary with regard to its administration of the FFEL or
Direct Loan programs, or both for at least the first two years of its participation in those programs, if
the institution --
(A) Is participating in the FFEL or Direct Loan programs for the first time; or
(B) Is an institution that has undergone a change of ownership that results in a change in control and
is participating in the FFEL or Direct Loan programs.
(ii) The institution does not have to use an approved default management plan if --
(A) The institution, including its main campus and any branch campus, does not have a cohort
default rate in excess of 10 percent; and
(B) The owner of the institution does not own and has not owned any other institution that had a
cohort default rate in excess of 10 percent while that owner owned the institution.
(16) For a proprietary institution, the institution will derive at least 10 percent of its revenues for
each fiscal year from sources other than Title IV, HEA program funds, as provided in § 668.28(a)
and (b), or be subject to sanctions described in § 668.28(c);
(17) The Secretary, guaranty agencies and lenders as defined in 34 CFR part 682, nationally
recognized accrediting agencies, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, State agencies recognized under
34 CFR part 603 for the approval of public postsecondary vocational education, and State agencies
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that legally authorize institutions and branch campuses or other locations of institutions to provide
postsecondary education, have the authority to share with each other any information pertaining to
the institution's eligibility for or participation in the Title IV, HEA programs or any information on
fraud and abuse;
(18) It will not knowingly --
(i) Employ in a capacity that involves the administration of the Title IV, HEA programs or the
receipt of funds under those programs, an individual who has been convicted of, or has pled nolo
contendere or guilty to, a crime involving the acquisition, use, or expenditure of Federal, State, or
local government funds, or has been administratively or judicially determined to have committed
fraud or any other material violation of law involving Federal, State, or local government funds;
(ii) Contract with an institution or third-party servicer that has been terminated under section 432 of
the HEA for a reason involving the acquisition, use, or expenditure of Federal, State, or local
government funds, or that has been administratively or judicially determined to have committed
fraud or any other material violation of law involving Federal, State, or local government funds; or
(iii) Contract with or employ any individual, agency, or organization that has been, or whose officers
or employees have been--
(A) Convicted of, or pled nolo contendere or guilty to, a crime involving the acquisition, use, or
expenditure of Federal, State, or local government funds; or
(B) Administratively or judicially determined to have committed fraud or any other material
violation of law involving Federal, State, or local government funds;
(19) It will complete, in a timely manner and to the satisfaction of the Secretary, surveys conducted
as a part of the Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS) or any other Federal
collection effort, as designated by the Secretary, regarding data on postsecondary institutions;
(20) In the case of an institution that is co-educational and has an intercollegiate athletic program, it
will comply with the provisions of § 668.48;
(21) It will not impose any penalty, including, but not limited to, the assessment of late fees, the
denial of access to classes, libraries, or other institutional facilities, or the requirement that the
student borrow additional funds for which interest or other charges are assessed, on any student
because of the student's inability to meet his or her financial obligations to the institution as a result
of the delayed disbursement of the proceeds of a Title IV, HEA program loan due to compliance
with statutory and regulatory requirements of or applicable to the Title IV, HEA programs, or delays
attributable to the institution;
(22)(i) It will not provide any commission, bonus, or other incentive payment based in any part,
directly or indirectly, upon success in securing enrollments or the award of financial aid, to any
person or entity who is engaged in any student recruitment or admission activity, or in making
decisions regarding the award of title IV, HEA program funds.
(A) The restrictions in paragraph (b)(22) of this section do not apply to the recruitment of foreign
students residing in foreign countries who are not eligible to receive Federal student assistance.
(B) For the purpose of paragraph (b)(22) of this section, an employee who receives multiple
adjustments to compensation in a calendar year and is engaged in any student enrollment or
admission activity or in making decisions regarding the award of title IV, HEA program funds is
considered to have received such adjustments based upon success in securing enrollments or the
award of financial aid if those adjustments create compensation that is based in any part, directly or
indirectly, upon success in securing enrollments or the award of financial aid.
(ii) Notwithstanding paragraph (b)(22)(i) of this section, eligible institutions, organizations that are
contractors to eligible institutions, and other entities may make--
(A) Merit-based adjustments to employee compensation provided that such adjustments are not
based in any part, directly or indirectly, upon success in securing enrollments or the award of
financial aid; and
(B) Profit-sharing payments so long as such payments are not provided to any person or entity
engaged in student recruitment or admission activity or in making decisions regarding the award of
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title IV, HEA program funds.
(iii) As used in paragraph (b)(22) of this section,
(A) Commission, bonus, or other incentive payment means a sum of money or something of value,
other than a fixed salary or wages, paid to or given to a person or an entity for services rendered.
(B) Securing enrollments or the award of financial aid means activities that a person or entity
engages in at any point in time through completion of an educational program for the purpose of the
admission or matriculation of students for any period of time or the award of financial aid to
students.
(1) These activities include contact in any form with a prospective student, such as, but not limited
to--contact through preadmission or advising activities, scheduling an appointment to visit the
enrollment office or any other office of the institution, attendance at such an appointment, or
involvement in a prospective student's signing of an enrollment agreement or financial aid
application.
(2) These activities do not include making a payment to a third party for the provision of student
contact information for prospective students provided that such payment is not based on--
(i) Any additional conduct or action by the third party or the prospective students, such as
participation in preadmission or advising activities, scheduling an appointment to visit the
enrollment office or any other office of the institution or attendance at such an appointment, or the
signing, or being involved in the signing, of a prospective student's enrollment agreement or
financial aid application; or
(ii) The number of students (calculated at any point in time of an educational program) who apply
for enrollment, are awarded financial aid, or are enrolled for any period of time, including through
completion of an educational program.
(C) Entity or person engaged in any student recruitment or admission activity or in making
decisions about the award of financial aid means--
(1) With respect to an entity engaged in any student recruitment or admission activity or in making
decisions about the award of financial aid, any institution or organization that undertakes the
recruiting or the admitting of students or that makes decisions about and awards title IV, HEA
program funds; and
(2) With respect to a person engaged in any student recruitment or admission activity or in making
decisions about the award of financial aid, any employee who undertakes recruiting or admitting of
students or who makes decisions about and awards title IV, HEA program funds, and any higher
level employee with responsibility for recruitment or admission of students, or making decisions
about awarding title IV, HEA program funds.
(D) Enrollment means the admission or matriculation of a student into an eligible institution.
(23) It will meet the requirements established pursuant to Part H of Title IV of the HEA by the
Secretary and nationally recognized accrediting agencies;
(24) It will comply with the requirements of § 668.22;
(25) It is liable for all--
(i) Improperly spent or unspent funds received under the Title IV, HEA programs, including any
funds administered by a third-party servicer; and
(ii) Returns any title IV, HEA program funds that the institution or its servicer may be required to
make;
(26) If an educational program offered by the institution is required to prepare a student for gainful
employment in a recognized occupation, the institution must--
(i) Demonstrate a reasonable relationship between the length of the program and entry level
requirements for the recognized occupation for which the program prepares the student. The
Secretary considers the relationship to be reasonable if the number of clock hours provided in the
program does not exceed by more than 50 percent the minimum number of clock hours required for
training in the recognized occupation for which the program prepares the student, as established by
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the State in which the institution is located, if the State has established such a requirement, or as
established by any Federal agency;
(ii) Establish the need for the training for the student to obtain employment in the recognized
occupation for which the program prepares the student; and
(iii) Provide for that program the certification required in § 668.414.
(27) In the case of an institution participating in a Title IV, HEA loan program, the institution --
(i) Will develop, publish, administer, and enforce a code of conduct with respect to loans made,
insured or guaranteed under the Title IV, HEA loan programs in accordance with 34 CFR 601.21;
and
(ii) Must inform its officers, employees, and agents with responsibilities with respect to loans made,
insured or guaranteed under the Title IV, HEA loan programs annually of the provisions of the code
required under paragraph (b)(27) of this section;
(28) For any year in which the institution has a preferred lender arrangement (as defined in 34 CFR
601.2(b)), it will at least annually compile, maintain, and make available for students attending the
institution, and the families of such students, a list in print or other medium, of the specific lenders
for loans made, insured, or guaranteed under Title IV, of the HEA or private education loans that the
institution recommends, promotes, or endorses in accordance with such preferred lender
arrangement. In making such a list, the institution must comply with the requirements in 34 CFR
682.212(h) and 34 CFR 601.10;
(29) (i) It will, upon the request of an enrolled or admitted student who is an applicant for a private
education loan (as defined in 34 CFR part 601.2(b)), provide to the applicant the self-certification
form required under 34 CFR 601.11(d) and the information required to complete the form, to the
extent the institution possesses such information, including --
(A) The applicant's cost of attendance at the institution, as determined by the institution under part F
of Title IV, of the HEA;
(B) The applicant's estimated financial assistance, including amounts of financial assistance used to
replace the expected family contribution as determined by the institution in accordance with Title
IV, for students who have completed the Free Application for Federal Student Aid; and
(C) The difference between the amounts under paragraphs (b)(29)(i)(A) and (29)(i)(B) of this
section, as applicable.
(ii) It will, upon the request of the applicant, discuss with the applicant the availability of Federal,
State, and institutional student financial aid;
(30) The institution --
(i) Has developed and implemented written plans to effectively combat the unauthorized distribution
of copyrighted material by users of the institution's network, without unduly interfering with
educational and research use of the network, that include --
(A) The use of one or more technology-based deterrents;
(B) Mechanisms for educating and informing its community about appropriate versus inappropriate
use of copyrighted material, including that described in § 668.43(a)(10);
(C) Procedures for handling unauthorized distribution of copyrighted material, including
disciplinary procedures; and
(D) Procedures for periodically reviewing the effectiveness of the plans to combat the unauthorized
distribution of copyrighted materials by users of the institution's network using relevant assessment
criteria. No particular technology measures are favored or required for inclusion in an institution's
plans, and each institution retains the authority to determine what its particular plans for compliance
with paragraph (b)(30) of this section will be, including those that prohibit content monitoring; and
(ii) Will, in consultation with the chief technology officer or other designated officer of the
institution--
(A) Periodically review the legal alternatives for downloading or otherwise acquiring copyrighted
material;
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(B) Make available the results of the review in paragraph (b)(30)(ii)(A) of this section to its students
through a Web site or other means; and
(C) To the extent practicable, offer legal alternatives for downloading or otherwise acquiring
copyrighted material, as determined by the institution; and
(31) The institution will submit a teach-out plan to its accrediting agency in compliance with 34
CFR 602.24(c), and the standards of the institution's accrediting agency upon the occurrence of any
of the following events:
(i) The Secretary initiates the limitation, suspension, or termination of the participation of an
institution in any Title IV, HEA program under 34 CFR 600.41 or subpart G of this part or initiates
an emergency action under § 668.83.
(ii) The institution's accrediting agency acts to withdraw, terminate, or suspend the accreditation or
preaccreditation of the


